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SUPPLEMENT,

5 negotiaticns, the Sudan Beflrecad atrike went finally
into effect cn 16 March, all railread yards, staticns, workshops, and dooks
gmt:.mumb;mdm. mmeagmn:tcrh

: _ govrnment swureise, revealing a high greo organisa-
tion, The govermmemt aduitted that the striks wes 0% effestive. It view of

¢ 2 X‘IX'

2, Atbera, the administrative center of the Sudan Railvays, vas partioularily

standstill), the
refusal of railrcad workers to opsrate the power station. Sanitary workers
at Atbarn staged s mpaﬂvmihandﬂmdmkmharhrtbtﬁking
Rallreed Workers' Affairs Anscclation appsaled to them. Taxi drivers at
nm.m:,mm«nartuammmmmmw
tween these touns,

3+ There vas Immediately sn cutireak of sympathy strikes. All the drivers in
the tires towne of Kbartowm, Khartoum North, and Omdurmsn strusk on 16
March, Mmupmdhntopmg:-ofwcrkatth&mmmaum
Depertment, ths wunter control sestion of Forthern Gasivn Sudan Plantatiom
Syndicute. Yany private esteblishments, ineluding al-Saissm Printing
Ceurany, publishers of Sayk gl-Sudel nevepeper, closed down. Shipping
activitiss at Port Sudan were affected. Parts of the town remained in
darimess. Thousands of tans of producs and fertiliser from the United
Kingdews plled up on the dockyards. 25,000 tons of cobton ssed waited for
and some ahips left without ecmpleting their unloading, Bile
beat service stopped between Shellal and Wadd Halfa, and elsevhers. The
southboumd post beat, RAJAF, stopped at Rank for four deym (Merch 15-18),
then rrooseded to Malakal whare it stopred for the remeinder of the strike,

doe Alwmmhplamfawtimam:hduﬂm_mthmtora
strike were canplate, the wide extent of the strike had not been antieipated
by the govermeent. Even attempls to meintain a skeleton service met vith
fallure at first, Op 15 March R.H, Robertscn, General Manager of Suden
Ratlveys, appealed for volimteers of all natiooalities to assist the
Aaninistration in painteining essential services. Volunteers vere invited
for servioe at Atbera, Fhartom, Port Sudanm, Wedi Halis, Wedi Medani end
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Kegagla Kooto for werk es guards actar trolley drivers, signslmen, shunters
engine drivers, firemen, and fitters, Treining vould taks plase ob Attare

5. Mmmmmhnmmmmuwwuimm
in, ‘Aswitmmmiudthtmu@tmmmmw
opportunitiss for volunteor workers, free moal allisuences were given

anda]lnpimuﬁmodapaﬂmﬁama‘hﬁkﬁngmoﬂemddmbhm. ’
Ratoaofmtwmﬂwmkemsrmdfrm%.lﬁ-?t.so” day in the tvaffic
depertment, and fram Pt, 15 ~ Pb. 75 in the mochanicel diﬂsxi:, under the

strike canditions, Rates of pay for mayine staff et Port Sudan were P,
%-H.?ﬁforwwkasttmatn,wgengm,lmmehdrinrorewsand

dooklverd staff, Thereupon, more and more Sudanese volmteers aprlied for

works,

6. To combet the strikers the reilroad manogement sent notices to miny employecs
stating that they would be subjeot to dismissal Yy the board of disciplire
if they peraisted in striking, an&thattheywuldboﬁmdmadaws'pay
for cach day's unemployment, All striking railroad worlkmen living in rafl-
road administration employeen’ boarding houses were evdered to evacuate thom,

7. Engligh full-tims erd part~time volunteers found the oxperiense profiteble,
A mmber of ermy and RAF persormel volunteered for work at Ehartoum,
of the more important Britiah officinls volinteored for pert~time work,
Among these wers the Distriot Commissioner of Khertomn North, Andrew
Bledlde; and ths Deputy Governor of Ehertoum, J.D, Longe. Thess offieimls
stated that thay were getting en extra day's pey from the railroed for &
few hours' vork each morning preparing engines, Also they reeeived en extrs
ration of vhiskey, jFor these reapons many English volunteers regretted the
end of the striheokl’rﬁmﬂ. By that time nearly helf the normal service
wea cpersting undor the supervision of English volumteors,

8, Volunteors at Atbara soon started to cperete the ioce plsnt, the pover station,
the waterworks, end'the fire brigade, At the height of the cotton
seascn, in {wo weoks volunteers had moved thousands of toms of 1int cobben
end cotton geed cut'cf Gesira cetton plentation fields on the Whitae Nle,
The total moved wes half the smount normally moved, Contraod lsbor wes more
and more successfully employed st Port Sudan in clearing vessels in port,
but there were attempis et sabotage end many disturbences cccurred. River -
service was resiricted throughout the strike, btut on the Dongola Reach the
post boat JACKSON sailed from Kareime on 2 April, grriving at Dangola two
days late. Some motar cars mansged to reach Dongole. direct from Omdurman,

9. The first volunteer-tmarmed train with armed guards left Khartoum on 18 March
for Hadl Medeni, The train was driver by Mathers, en English loaomotive
inspector. His apalstents were a few other Ingllshmen and Sudanege traffic
trainees from Gordon Colloge., Trains conveying ratlions and water to stations
betweer Atbara and Port Suden also sterted to operate weskly fran this date.
On 10 April twenty main line engines wers in operation betwsen Atbare,
Khertoum, Pert Suden, Gereshi and Wegd Madand, subject to deleys, Dolsys
were oaused mainly by sand covering the rails, meldng inspestion of souplings
end axle bexes difficult, and by sabotage,
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10, Looal support for the strikers took the form of telegrams sent to the
- government fram meny depertments, trade unions and local shelkhs exTres~
ping sympathy for the workers and requesting thet thelr demands be met.
The mejority of the Arabis press took a partisan attitude; aome appealed
to the Governor General that the strikera! demenda be mat, and others
took a threataning attitude stating that sympathy was not oncugh end that

1tmmiaoorﬂmgmmmttomaaedaorhawed in the face of the
glering Injugticos oammitted against the Sudeness worker,

L, Domaticns for the Workers' Affmirs issociation were made by landlords in
the form of remittances of remt to the Assccistion for its pramises, and
to striking vorkmen, Farmers distributed large emounts of vegetsbles and
fruite to strikers, othere comtributed fumiture, watches and jewslry, and
women began canvasging for dorations, There were Individml denstions of
up to three mdred powmds, ,
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